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IRA Facebook groups active during the 2016

campailgn covered

and included purported conservative groups
[with names such as “"Being Patriotic,” “Stop All
Immigrants,” “Secured Borders,” and “Tea Party

News"), purported Black social justice groups
("Black Matters,” “Blacktivist,” and “Don’t Shoot

Us”), LGBTQ gsroups (‘LGBT United”), and religious
groups [ United Muslims of America”).

Toreach larger U.S. audiences, the IRA purchased
advertisements from Facebook that promoted the
IRA groups on the newsfeeds of U.5. audience
members. Acording to Facebook, the IRA
purchased over 3,500 advertisements, and the
expenditures totaled approximately $100,000.

Collectively, the IRA’s social media accounts
reached tens of millions of U.S. persons. Individual
IRA social media accounts attracted hundreds of
thousands of followers. For example, at the time
they were deactivated by Facebook in mid-201 7/,
the IRA’s “United Muslims of America” Facebook
group had over 300,000 followers, the “Don’t
Shoot Us” Facebook group had over 250,000
followers, the "Being Patriotic” Facebook group
had over 200,000 followers, and the “Secured
Borders” Facebook group had over 130,000
followers.
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But then a technologist emerged
who went much further. And his
Ideas would become central to
Putin’s grip on power.

He was called Vladislav Surkov.

Surkov came originally from the
theatre world and those who have
studied his career say that what he
did was take avant-garde ideas from
the theatre and bring them into the
heart of politics.

Surkov’'s aim was not just to
manipulate people but to go deeper
and play with, and undermine their
very perception of the world so
they are never sure what is really
happening.

Surkov turned Russian politics
into a bewildering, constantly
changing piece of theatre. He
used Kremlin money to sponsor all
kinds of groups - from mass anti-
fascist youth organisations, to the
very opposite - neo-Nazi skinheads.

10

THE GOOD FIGHT CLUB - ANNUAL #1

And liberal human rights groups who
then attacked the government.

Surkov even backed whole political
parties that were opposed to
President Putin.

But the key thing was that Surkov
then let 1t be known that this was
what he was doing. \Which meant that
no-one was sure what was real or
what was fake in modern Russia.

As one journalist put it,

“It's a strategy of power that
keeps any opposition constantly
confused - a ceaseless shape-
shifting that is unstoppable
because it is indefinable.”

Meanwhile, real power was
elsewhere - hidden away behind the
stage, exercised without anyone
seelng it.

And then the same thing seemed to
start happening in the VWest.
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Move Fast.
Be Smart.
Attack.
Lie.

Don't Get Caught.
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Nostalgia settled like

a cloud on European
thought after the French
Revolution and has never
fully lifted. It became
particularly potent in
the attermath of VWorld
War [, which prompted
an “end of civilization
as we know 1t” despair
hardly different from
what opponents of the

Revolution felt after
1/89.

That anguish only
Intensified after World
VWar I, the revelation

of the Shoah, and the
deployment of nuclear
weapons and their
subsequent proliferation.

This string of disasters
cried out for explanation.
And so a crowd of
thinkers - philosophers,
historian, theologlans -

14

began to offer them. First
was Oswald Spengler

N his hugely influential
study 'he Decline of the
West (1918-192 3).

A host of competing
declinists followed his
example, all claiming
to have discovered the
decisive 1dea or the
decisive event that
sealed our doom.

Since the 1950s this
has been a popular and
crowing literature on the
European and American
right.

But its tropes can also be
found on the fringe left,
where apocalyptic deep
ecologists, antiglobalists,
and antigrowth activists
have joined the ranks

of twenty-first-century
reactionaries.
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[ realized 1t's alright that
the world 1s crazy, as long
as | make muy little corner

of the world sane.
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For the master's tools will never dismantle the master's
house. They may allow us temporarily to beat him at his
own game, but they will never enable us to bring about
genuine change.
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